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speare wrote, about the same time, the MIDSUMMER
NIGHT'S DREAM and the whole blank verse of TITUS
ANDRONICUS, in which there is not one Shakespearean
period.
Prosodic science is really not dead, though osten-
sibly much affected by sleep. Long ago an academic
perceived and said that the first line of PARADISE
LOST,
Of man's first disobedience, and the fruit,
could not be scanned by the academic rules which
dictated the scansion:
Of man's first dis-obedience and the fruit;
and within the generation it was perceived that the
scansion must be:
Of man's first disobedience and the fruit,
the corollary being that in the very first line of his
epic Milton was calmly challenging the whole cur-
rent prosody, which knew not rhythm.
Still, despite Bridges, the recognition of the true
law of versification was far from general. Some
twenty years ago, an examiner who had studied the
subject propounded to five assistant examiners the
problem of the scansion of a certain Miltonic line,
and the whole five assistant examiners, in their
response, varied from each other, and from the
examiner-in-chief. Now, we all know that there are
some cruces in Miltonic scansion, over which there
may be reasonable debate; but it seems fairly